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After reading productions like the above, it is com-

forting to turn to Lord Bacon and to find that he says
" Books must follow sciences and not sciences books."

G. h. t.

Differential Diagnosis of the Diseases of the Skinfor
Students and Practitioners. By Condict W. Cut-
ler, M.S., M.D. G. P. Putnam's Sons: New
York and London. 1887.
This book consists almost entirely of a collection

of tables of the differential diagnosis of all the diseases
of the skin, and the impression derived from reading
it, is much the same as that expressed by the Scotch-
man who was discovered absorbed in Webster's un-

abridged dictionary and being asked what he thought
of the book replied that the stories therein were very
pretty but " unco " short. These tables are prepared
with care and thoroughness and presumably demanded
an amount of labor in their production disproportion-
ate to their usefulness. G. h. t.

Food Adulteration, and its Detection, with Photomi-
crographic Plates, and a Bibliographical Appendix,
Br Jesse P. Battershall, Ph.D., F.C.S., Chem-
ist, U. S. Laboratory, New York City. Published
by E. & F. N. Spon, New York and London : 1887.
328 pp. 8vo. 12 Plates.
This work compressed into a volume of moderate

size, the more salient features of the present status of
food adulteration as it is exhibited in the United
States. It treats of those articles which an extended
experience has shown to be most liable to falsification,
including however only those admixtures which have
actually been detected by chemists of repute, within
the past few years. It economizes space by omit-
ting the many rather sensational forms of adultera-
tion mentioned in many earlier treatises on the sub-
ject, the practice of which, if they ever did exist, now
at least appear to have been wholly discontinued.
The methods of examination given are those most ap-
proved of by standard authorities, although given
often in a condensed form, from the more extensive
works on food analysis. The colored photogravure
plates of tea leaves, and of those sometimes substituted
for them are very excellent. The appendix of biblio-
graphy, and American legislation relating to adulter-
ation add greatly to the completeness of the work.

B. F. D.

—

A correspondent calls attention to an instance of
la linguistique from Cornil and Ranvier's " Manuel
d'Histologie Pathologique," p. 1036 : "gros rein blanc
(whaxy kydney)."
—

The British Trichological Association is the
somewhat appalling title of a society which, it is sug-
gested, bears by evolution a somewhat similar relation
to the art of the barber that conservative dentistry
bears to the crude tooth-pulling of a former generation.
Trichopathy is to have a special hospital for its study
in theory and practice, and if the society is successful
iu its aims, the bald heads will disappear from good
society. The transcendental barber no longer means
to be accosted by the classic inquiry of Mother
Goose, but instead of saying how many hairs will
make a wig, he will tell us what will make a wig
unnecessary.

SOURCES OF SYPHILIS IN THE FEMALE.
Professor Fournier, the French syphilographer,

has compiled some statistics relating to the sources of
syphilis in the woman. During twenty-seven years,
he has made notes, in his private practice, of 887 cases,
which 842 were of sexual, and 45 of non-sexual origin.
In the second group, which constitutes a series of
cases deserving, according to him, the qualification of
" unmerited syphilis " (" the syphilis of innocents,")
there were 7 cases in which the disease was inherited;
4 in which the disease was accidentally contracted in
infancy ; 8 cases of infection transmitted to wet-nurses
by infants hereditarily tainted ; 5 cases of midwives,
who had contracted syphilis in their fingers or hands
iu the practice of their profession ; 12 cases of "do-
mestic contagion," derived from nursing infants be-
longing to nurses or servant girls that were syphilitic
(these twelve cases were all observed in married
women or young girls) ; 2 cases of syphilis trans-
mitted by vaccine ; 2 of syphilis communicated by
catheterization of the Eustachian tube ; 1 case conse-

cutive to rape ; and 4 of unknown derivation, but
certainly not of venereal origin.
Of the 842 cases in which the disease was clearly

of sexual origin, 366 were women of known dissolute
habits, " women of the town " ; 220 wore married
women; and 256 were persons whose social condition
remained unknown.

Passing by the first group, that of the abandoned
women, 65 of whom (17.7 per cent.) were pla3'-girls
(filles du theatre), and analyzing the 220 cases of
syphilis in married women, it appeared that of these
there were 164 "that had been honestly and conju-
gally infected with syphilis " ; that is, these women

had contracted the disease from their husbands, and
without any fault of their own. Of the 220 married
women, 56 were doubtful cases ; these latter had con-

tracted syphilis from " lovers," for their husbands,
when examined, were found exempt from syphilis ; a

few of them had been syphilitic before their marriage
With regard to the 256 patients whose social posi-
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tion could not be satisfactorily ascertained, it seems

probable that a certain proportion of them had be-
come infected through no fault of their own ; but, on
account of the obscurity investing their history, Pro-
fessor Founder thought it best to include them all
with the 366, making a total of 622 believed to be sy-
philitic from voluntary indulgence in vice. This left,
out of the whole number of syphilitic cases, a percent-
age of 19, representing a certain number of persons
who were suffering from all the horrors of this dire
disease solely through the misdeeds of others, without
having personally been guilty of any moral delinquency.

These statistics, says Professor Fournier, plead
powerfully in favor of more energetic measures for
protecting the public, and especially the innocent,
against the ravages of this great social scourge.

UNIFORMITY IN OBSTETRIC NOMENCLATURE.
As to the importance of uniformity in obstetric

nomenclature there can be no difference of opinion :

if conventional symbols have been found convenient,
even indispensable, to mathematicians and astronomers,
it is quite certain that a uniform method of designating
pelvic diameters, fœtal positions and presentations, and
other data of exact knowledge would be of great ad-
vantage to all who read and teach obstetrics.
To Professor Alexander Russell Simpson, of Edin-

burgh, belongs the credit of taking the initiatory steps
which are likely to result in the adoption of a univer-
sal nomenclature. In his introductory lecture 1 at the
University of Edinburgh, October 19, 1887, Professor
Simpson gave an entertaining and gratifying account
of his recent visit to this country, and also a brief
history of his own and his associates'efforts to perfect
and present to the profession an obstetric nomencla-
ture for the civilized world. The desirability of such a

nomenclature was suggested by Professor Simpson to
the International Medical Congress which met in
London in 1881, and a committee was appointed of
different nationalities to consider the subject and
report at the next congress. At Copenhagen, how-
ever, the committee could report but little progress ;
but the subject was again referred to the committee
for further conference, and subsequently Professor
Simpson submitted a scheme to the Edinburgh Obstet-
rical Society. This scheme with some modifications
suggested by the numerous specialists to whom it had
been submitted, was presented by Professor Simpson
to the International Congress in Washington, for final
action. After a long discussion the scheme was re-

ferred to a committee consisting of Professors Simpson.
Lusk, King and Miller for final revision : this revised
report was unanimous^' adopted.

Copies of the proposed nomenclature are soon to be
distributed to the various obstetrical writers and
teachers of the countries represented at the congress,
and although it is almost inevitable that some changes

1 British Medical Journal, Nov. 5, 1887.

will be made, it is probable that the scheme will be
essentially accepted.
While we cannot reproduce the proposed nomencla-

ture here, we may say that it is essentially the one

now followed in the Harvard Medical School. It
is proposed, however, and it is indeed necessary, that
when initial letters are employed, they shall be those
of the corresponding Latin words ; and it will therefore
be necessary for us to substitute dcxtra and Iceva for
right and left; O. E. P. will thus become O. D. P.,
while 0. L. A. remains the same. The only decided
change to us is the manner of designating pre-
sentations of the shoulder. Having said this much
it is unnecessary for us to express our approval of the
new nomenclature, and our hope that it will meetwith
universal acceptation.

THE NEW MASSACHUSETTS "ACT CONCERN-
ING COMMITMENTS AND TRANSFERS OF
THE INSANE."
At the close of the last session of the Massachusetts

Legislature, a bill was passed which seems worthy of
more consideration than was given to it by the body
which passed it. We refer to the " Act concerning
Commitments and Transfers of the Insane." This act

provides, in the first place, that on and after the first
day of July, 1887, each State Lunatic Hospital shall
receive patients only from a certain district surround-
ing that hospital, the State outside of Suffolk County
being divided into four districts. These districts, how-
ever, are arranged so as to take in the four older hospi-
tals, Danvers, Taunton, Worcester, and Northampton,
and patients from any of these districts may, if they
choose, be sent to the.new hospital at Westborough

—

an arrangement which would seem to be reasonably sim-
ple and satisfactory. The Suffolk County insane, how-
ever, are excepted from this provision. They " may
be committed alternately and in equal numbers to the
State Lunatic Hospitals at Danvers, Taunton, Worces-
ter, the Westborough Insane Hospital, and the Bos-
ton Lunatic Hospital at South Boston; omitting from
the enumeration such insane persons as, upon request
of their friends, shall be sent to the Westborough In-
sane Hospital, the McLean Asylum, or any duly
authorized private asylum." Further provisions ex-

empt patients who are able to pay, from the provisions
of this act, and put discretionary power as to its en-

forcement into the hands of the State Board of
Lunacy and Charity.
The chief argument— and one which, to the ordi-

nary mind, had a show of fairness in behalf of the
establishment of a special hospital for the insane
under homoeopathic management

—

was that it was no

more than right that the insane patient might be
treated, if he or his friends chose, by physicians of
the homoeopathic school. Therefore, the hospital at

Westborough was established, and provision was made
for furnishing homoeopathic treatment to such insane
patients as desired it

—

a provision which has been
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maintained in the act under discussion. The pauper
insane in Suffolk County, however, are placed in a

curious position by this act. If they desire homoeo-
pathic treatment at Westborough, they are privileged
to claim it ; but, if they object to homoeopathic treat-
ment, they must take pains to become insane during
the terms assigned to the other hospitals, for, if they
fall insane during the term assigned to Westborough,
they have no choice but to be sent there and receive
homoeopathic treatment. Moreover, in spite of the
great over-crowding of the Boston Lunatic Hospital,
it must receive its quota of one-fifth of the Suffolk
County insane in the year, which, at present, is im-
possible.

We do not know whether this act was framed with
deliberation or in ignorance. It was certainly hurried
through the Legislature at the close of the session
without due deliberation. By its provisions, four-
fifths of the Suffolk County insane have the privilege
of choice between regular and homoeopathic treatment
in the hospitals. What justice or what fairness there
is in excluding the other fifth from such a privilege,
and in sending them to Westborough whether they
wish or not, is known only to the framers of the
act. To the ordinary mind, it does not seem to be
either just or right, and certainly, if any class of the
insane deserve fair treatment, it is the unhappy class
in whom poverty is added to their disease.

ON THE PSYCHOLOGY OF JOKING.
In a very characteristic lecture delivered before the

Medical Society of London, October 17, 1887,1 Dr.
Hughlings Jackson calls punning a species of " mental
diplopia." " It is," he says, " a caricature of normal
mentation. A miser has been defined as an amateur

pauper ; the habitual drunkard is certainly an amateur
lunatic ; and in the same style of speaking we may
say that punning is playing at being foolish ; it is only
morbid in that slender sense."

Further on, however, our lecturer treats the punster
with greater respect. He thinks that it was a great
advance when men began to value things for their
beauty apart from their use ; when over and above
mind required for mere animal existence, he had some

surplus mind for greater ends of life. " For the dawn
of a sense of the merely ridiculous, as in punning and
the simplest jokes shows the same thing as the dawn
of asthetic feeling

—

surplus mind, something over

and above that required forgetting food, and for mere

animal indulgence."
Dr. Jackson finally finds reason for the conclusion

" that persons who are deficient in appreciation of
jocosities in their degrees of evolution, are in corres-

ponding degrees deficiently realistic in the scientific
conception," "pari passa with the evolution of the
sentiment of jocosity (playing at unreality) in the
evolution of power of realistic scientific conception —

1 Lancet, October 22,1887.

from sense of the merely ridiculous with parallel rea-

listic conception of simple things, up to sense of
humor with parallel realistic complex things."

MEDICAL NOTES.
—The Crematory of Paris will be opened during

the present month. It is estimated that the furnaces
will be able to consume 4,500 bodies annually, which
is said to be about the average number of corpses
leaving the hospitals in Paris during the year.

—

A correspondent of the Lancet calls attention
à propos of the recent anti-vaccination agitation in
England to figures taken from a very instructive
colonial surgeon's report for 1886, by Mr. P. B. C.
Ayres, of Hong Kong :

Small-pox Hospital (European), 11 admissions,
with one death

—

that is, a mortality of 9.1 per cenr.

Small-pox wards of Tung Wa Hospital (Chinese), 54
admissions, with 42 deaths — a mortality of 77.7 per
cent. In connection with the European cases it is
stated in the report that " most of the cases were of a

mild type," but that the Asiatic cases were " mostly
of the worst type, unvaccinated, and the majority
children.

—

Dr. Graham, of Canada, in a recent address,
quoted the following account from Dr. Roouth of an

interview held by the latter with the late Dr. Golding
Bird a few weeks before his death. " He was

" says
Dr. Roouth, " then in the zenith of his popularity, and
recognized by all as one of the ablest of our London
physicians. I called upon him one morning with a

relative to consult him. Several other medical men

preceded me. His rooms were full, and I had to wait
three hourrere I could obtain admission to his study
and consult him about the case. I congratulated him
ou his success in practice. ' Yes,' he said to me, ' you
are right ; but I wish nevertheless, to make your re-

mark a text for a little parting advice. You see me

at a little over forty in full practice, my rooms are

full and I am making my several thousands per annum

(I think he said seven), and if I die to morrow I do
not leave as many hundreds to my family. All this I
have done by sheer perseverance, unceasing hard
work, and no holiday. But I am to-day a wreck. I
have fatal disease of the heart, the result of anxiety
and hard work. I know I cannot live many months
and my parting advice to you is this: never mind at
what loss, take your six weeks' holidays. It may de-
lay your success, but it will insure its development.
Otherwise you will find yourself at my age a prosper-
ous practitioner, but a dying old man.' Six months
after this conversation he was dead."

— A correspondent writes to the British Medical
Journal : There are said to be at present no fewer than
2,600 soldiers in hospital in the Odessa district under
treatment for ophthalmia of a more or less acute form.
It has, it is stated, been found necessary to erect tem-
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porary wooden hospitals for the accommodation of
this extraordinary number of ophthalmic patients.
No doubt the excessively hot, rainless, and dusty sum-

mer, and the dazzling sun-glare on the barren steppes
outside where the garrison were encamped for four
months, have this season abnormally swelled the ordi-
nary number of patients from this disease, which every
autumn crowds the military hospitals. In the north-
ern provinces the hospitals are usually filled in the
early spring with this class of patients, who suffer
from the snow-glare of the protracted northern win-
ters. One would naturally suppose that owing to the
general prevalence of this affection in the Russian
army, ophthalmia would not only be especially studied
by the medical faculty, but the Russian military spec-
ialist would excel in theoretical and practical knowl-
edge of this distressing complaint. But such is not
the case. The greater part of these ophthalmic
patients are, it is said, never treated by a qualified
practitioner, but are left entirely in the hands of
ignorant regimental dispensers. There are no avail-
able statistics to show how many Russian soldiers are

every year rendered permanently blind through ag-
gravated ophthalmia and neglect of treatment, but on

the authority of the first ophthalmic medical men in
Russia, the number is very large.

BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

—

The Medical Department of Dartmouth College
graduated a class of twenty-eight on the evening of
November 22d.

—

The Boston Medical Library Association have
recently received by the will of the late Charles Eliot
Ware, M.D., the larger portion of his medical library.
The gift comprises nearly two hundred and fifty
volumes of standard medical works, and one thousand
medical pamphlets and periodicals.

NEW YORK.

—

On the 18th of November the " anniversary dis-
course

" before the Academy of Medicine was deliv-
ered by Dr. Andrew H. Smith, who chose for his
subject, " The Family Physician of the Future."

— Typhoid fever is said to have become so preva-
lent at Albany that the Mayor, at the instance of the
Secretary of the Board of Health, has issued a pro-
clamation requesting the citizens to boil the reservoir
water before using it. The water is obtained from
the Hudson River, and as the latter is unusually low,
it is believed to be of even worse quality than is ordi-
narily the case. It is at all times, unfortunately,
liable to contamination from the sewage of Troy,
Cohoes, and other places along the upper Hudson, as

well as that from the towns on the Mohawk.

—

At the last meeting of the Society of Medical
Jurisprudence and State Medicine, Dr. E. Miller
Reid, of Baltimore, Chairman of the Section on Med-
ical Jurisprudence of the American Medical Associa-
tion, read a paper on " The Application of Legal
Medicine to the Exigencies of the Times."

Miscellany.
ANTIPYRIN IN SEA-SICKNESS.

The Paris correspondent of the Lancet writes:
" The Société de Biologie has devoted part of its last
two sittings to the discussion of the different means

recommended for the relief of sea-sickness. A note
was presented by M. Hantz on the best way of admin-
istering cocaine, and received without any expression
of opinion. M. Dupuy said that sea-sickness was

more severely experienced by dyspeptic subjects, and
particularly those who had dilatation of the stomach.
In eleven cases he had given antipyrin in doses of
from two to three grammes for a few days before em-

barking, and the patients had all informed him that
they had been free from sickness. M. Dastre said he
had instituted a series of experiments upon animals,
imitating as closely as possible the movements of
' pitching ' and ' rolling.' He has found that there
was an incredible displacement of the abdominal vis-
cera, which strike against the diaphragm and cause
the gastric uneasiness. The body struggles with these
displacements by means of muscular contractions, and
the respiratory rhythm accommodates itself to them.
Professor Brown-Séquard remarked that this theory
of visceral displacement was very old, and one which
he had been able to verify in his frequent passages
across the Atlantic. It was evidently the view en-
tertained by Wollaston, who recommended Arago to
place a pad over his stomach when he crossed the
Channel. M. Maurel had no doubt as to the influ-
ence of the stomach, but thought the cerebral shock
also played a part in the determination of the symp-
toms, inasmuch as the sickness always occurs when
the boat is going down, never when it is being lifted
up. The best preventive was lying on the back. Be-
yond the statement that sea-sickness is associated with
dilatation of the stomach, and the hope held out by
M. Dupuy that in antipyrin we now possess a remedy
for it, there was nothing new in the views expressed
by the different speakers."

TABLE OF FEES IN BOSTON IN 1785.

At a meeting of the Boston Medical Society, De-
cember 7, 1785, the committee appointed to regulate
the fees of practitioners in physic in this town having
duly considered the business, report as follows, viz :

Midwifery, £2; 8s.
Capital operation, viz. : amputation of the large extremi-

ties, stone, trepan and the excision of large tumors, £5.
Amputation of fingers and small tumors, £l, 6s.
Tapping for dropsy, dislocations and fractures of large

bones, £l, 8s.
Dislocation and fractures of large (?) bones, 14s.
Operation for fistula in ano according to the difficulty of

the operation from 28s. to 100s.
Visit and passing the catheter, 12s., if frequently repeated

8s.
Dressing at surgeon's house, 4s.
Single visit, 4s.
Consultation, 1st, 12s., each visit after, 6s.
Rising in the night, 20s.; extra advice, 12s.
Decoction of red bark pr. lb., 8s. ; common, do., 4s.
Huxham's tincture, pr. dr. 2s. ; simple Is., ed.; red, do., 3s.
Emetic, cathartic, anodyne, each, 2s.
Blister large, 3s.; middling, do., 5s., small, Is.
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